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IN MALAY WORLD HISTORY
The ‘Baju Kurung’ is divided into two categories:
Baju Kurung Lelaki and Baju Kurung Perempuan.
However, the term "Baju Kurung" is now widely
recognised as traditional apparel for women. Baju
Melayu, another name for men's baju kurung, is
the traditional attire of the Malay people in
countries such as Malaysia, Brunei, Singapore,
Thailand and Indonesia.

BAJU KURUNG
AS EARLY AS SIX
CENTURIES AGO

Baju Kurung Teluk Belanga, Baju
Kurung Cekak Musang, Baju Kurung
Kedah, Baju Kurung Melaka and Baju
Kurung Pahang are only a few
examples of the varieties of baju
kurung that have been created since
the traditional clothing was
encouraged by the sultan. Each of
these styles has a distinctive design.

*Please refer to the next slide for more
information about varieties of Baju Kurung

CLASH OF CULTURES
Baju kurung found in the Malay world
is an influence from Arab and Indian
traders, especially in the tunic-shaped
neckline.

FUN FACT
Did you know that Malay
women would wear a garment
known as Kain Dagang * when
they leave the house? The
purpose of this fabric is to shield
the wearer from the harsh sun.
Trade cloth will be tied around
the waist or hung on the arm
upon arrival at the destination
as part of the dress.

*Please refer to the next slide for more
information about the Kain Dagang

The baju kurung came into existence during
the Malacca Sultanate. At the time, the sultan
barred Malay women from wearing kain
kemban * since it went against the
fundamental principles of Islam, which
emphasised personal modesty. The invention
was later known as baju kurung because it
successfully covered most of the wearer's
body from public view.

*Please refer to the next slide for more information about
Kain Kemban

VARIETIES OF BAJU KURUNG
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VARIETIES OF
BAJU KURUNG
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Baju Kurung Kedah

Kurung Pahang

Baju Kurung Melaka

Baju Kurung Cekak Musang
Baju Kurung Teluk Belanga

Kurung Pahang has a
flourishing pesak, which is
where the cloth is sewn to
certain parts of the garment
to ensure flexibility for the
wearer. This fashion is
synonymous with the Cekak
Musang collar and six
buttons.

This shirt is often composed of silk
brocade and features a velvet chest
pad embellished with sequins.

A shirt in cotton fabric
with a delicate floral
pattern that is loose and
short to the hip level
and has three-quarter
sleeves.

The cut of the shirt is loose and
comfortable to wear and is
finished with a button at the neck. Baju Kurung Cekak Musang is the

same cut as Baju Kurung Telok
Belanga. Added to the neck is a
two-finger stand-up collar and a
slit on the chest with a slightly
thicker lining to install seven or five
buttons.



KAIN KEMBAN
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Kemban was originally worn by wrapping a length of cloth around the upper body,
folding and pinning the edges, tying with extra cloth string and covering with an

angkin or a smaller sash across the stomach. 

During the Malacca Malay Sultanate was when baju kurung first existed. At the time,
the sultan barred Malay women from wearing kain kemban since it went against the

fundamental principles of Islam, which emphasized personal modesty.



KAIN DAGANG
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To wear kain dagang, women cover their head with another kain sarong.

Kain dagang can only be worn with baju kurung (top) and kain sarong (skirt). In addition
to covering the wearer from the sunlight, it is worn on ceremonial occasions. Ways to

wear it differ according to whether they are married, widowed of unmarried.
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MENGIKUT SEJARAH MELAYU
Baju Kurung terbahagi kepada dua iaitu Baju
Kurung Lelaki dan Baju Kurung Perempuan
tetapi perkataan “baju kurung” sangat dikenali di
kalangan kaum wanita sebagai pakaian
tradisional. Baju Kurung Lelaki turut dikenali
sebagai Baju Melayu yang menjadi pakaian
rasmi oleh dunia Melayu seperti negara Malaysia,
Brunei, Singapura, Thailand dan Indonesia.

BAJU KURUNG

SEAWAL ENAM
ABAD YANG LALU

Terdapat juga beberapa jenis
baju kurung yang mulai direka
semenjak pakaian tradisional itu
diiktiraf oleh sultan seperti Baju
Kurung Teluk Belanga, Baju
Kurung Cekak Musang, Baju
Kurung Kedah, Baju Kurung
Melaka dan Baju Kurung
Pahang. Setiap daripada jenis
baju kurung ini mempunyai
rekaan dan keunikan yang
tersendiri.

*Sila rujuk lampiran berikutnya untuk
mengetahui maklumat lanjut tentang
Jenis-jenis Baju Kurung

INFO MENARIK
Baju kurung yang terdapat di Alam
Melayu merupakan pengaruh
daripada pedagang Arab dan India
terutamanya pada bahagian
potongan leher yang berbentuk
Tunik.

INFO MENARIK
Tahukah anda, wanita Melayu
yang keluar dari kediaman akan
memakai sehelai kain yang
dipanggil *Kain Dagang.
Peranan kain ini adalah untuk
melindungi diri dari terik
matahari. Kain dagang akan
diikat pada pinggang atau
disangkutkan di lengan
setibanya ke destinasi.

*Sila rujuk lampiran berikutnya untuk
mengetahui maklumat lanjut tentang Kain
Dagang

Ketika zaman Kesultanan Melayu Melaka,
sultan melarang wanita Melayu memakai
*kain kemban kerana bertentangan dengan
ajaran Islam yang asas iaitu tentang
kesopanan peribadi. Istilah Baju Kurung
kemudiannya dicipta untuk ciptaan itu
kerana berjaya melindungi sebahagian besar
badan wanita daripada pandangan umum.

*Sila rujuk lampiran berikutnya untuk mengetahui
maklumat lanjut tentang kain kemban

*JENIS-JENIS BAJU KURUNG
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JENIS-JENIS 
BAJU KURUNG
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Kurung Kedah

Kurung Pahang

Kurung Melaka

Kurung Cekak Musang
Kurung Teluk Belanga

Kurung Pahang
mempunyai pesak yang
kembang.

Lazimnya baju ini diperbuat dari
kain broked  dan dilengkapi
dengan lapik dada yang diperbuat
dari kain baldu berhias labuci.

Baju daripada kain
kapas dengan corak
bunga halus yang
longgar dan pendek
sehingga ke paras
pinggul serta berlengan
tiga suku.

Potongan baju adalah longgar dan
selesa dipakai serta dikemaskan
dengan sebutir butang di leher. Baju Kurung Cekak Musang sama

potongannya dengan Baju Kurung
Teluk Belanga. Hanya pada
bahagian lehernya ditambah kolar
tegak dua jari dan belahan di dada
dengan dilapik sedikit tebal untuk
memasang butang sebanyak tujuh
atau lima butir.



KAIN KEMBAN
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Kemban secara tradisional dikenakan dengan cara melilitkan sepotong kain menutupi
batang tubuh bahagian atas, tepi dilipat dan disematkan, diikat dengan tambahan tali,
ditutupi dengan angkin atau selempang yang lebih kecil di sekitar perut. Jenis kemban

batik tradisional dipakai oleh sebahagian besar wanita:

Ketika zaman Kesultanan Melayu Melaka yang mana pada ketika itu, sultan melarang
wanita Melayu memakai kain kemban kerana bertentangan dengan ajaran Islam yang

asas iaitu tentang kesopanan peribadi.



KAIN DAGANG
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Cara memakai kain dagang untuk kaum wanita, setelah memakai baju dan kain sarung,
sehelai lagi kain sarung dipakai untuk menutupi baju dan kain sarung.

Kain dagang hanya dipakai dengan baju kurung dan kain sarung. Selain daripada
melindungi diri daripada cuaca panas di kawasan luar, kain dagang juga dipakai dalam

acara adat istiadat. Kain dagang yang dipakai perlu mempunyai kepala sebagai
penanda untuk kaum wanita yang gadis, menikah dan janda.


