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Qur'an leaf
North Africa or Near East
8th-9th century. 2011.4.1

Incense burner
Attributed to Seljuk Persia
12th or 13th century. 2017.4.20

Arabesque

Originating in the Islamic world, the arabesque is a quintessential
decorative motif. Characterised by intricate scrolls of stylised
leaves, it symbolises infinity and the enduring essence of creation.
The exhibition will explore the origins of the arabesque and
provide insights into the development of designs in which where
symmetry, rhythm and complexity converge to create a
harmonious whole.

Visitors are invited to discover the regional variations of the
arabesque — from Rumi in Ottoman Turkey to Islimi in Safavid
Persia and Tawriq in the Arab world — each offering unique
insights into historical interpretations and creative evolution. This
timeless art form has influenced European art since the
Renaissance. It continues to captivate contemporary artists and
scholars with its intricacy and geometrical elegance.

Immerse yourself in the sublime serenity of the arabesque, where
every curve and motif conveys a narrative of faith, unity and the
eternal allure of paradise. This exhibition provides a rare and
enlightening exploration of the artistic significance and global
impact of the arabesque.

In 2018, this exhibition was launched at the British Museum,
generating much international interest. It was augmented by a
special publication that highlights the collection of the Islamic
Arts Museum Malaysia. Now, the exhibition is back in Kuala
Lumpur. With almost 80 masterpieces, this will be an
unforgettable experience.

Special Gallery 1from 15 August until 27 October 2024.

Robe

Group of Seven tiles
Timurid, 15th century
2009.610

Ottoman Turkey, 19th century. 2002.10.17

Arabes

Arabes merupakan motif terunggul yang berasal daripada Dunia
Islam. la dicirikan oleh skrol perwakilan dedaun yang terperinci yang
melambangkan infiniti serta intipati tentang penciptaan yang
berterusan. Pameran ini berkisar tentang asal-usul arabes serta
mengetengahkan perkembangan reka bentuknya yang
menggabungkan simetri, ritma dan rekaan kompleks secara harmoni.

Para pengunjung akan diperkenalkan dengan variasi arabes mengikut
wilayah iaitu Rumi dari zaman Turki Uthmaniyyah, Islimi dari zaman
Safavid Parsi dan Tawriq dari Dunia Arab yang menawarkan
pemahaman unik mengenai intepretasi sejarah serta evolusi kreatif.
Cabang seni yang tidak berpenghujung ini turut mempengaruhi seni
di Barat semenjak era Renaissance lagi. la berterusan menarik minat
para karyawan kontemporari dan sarjana melalui keanggunan
perincian dan geometrinya.

Anda dipelawa untuk merasai sendiri pengalaman untuk memahami
arabes yang menakjubkan di mana setiap keluk dan motif membawa
naratif tentang tauhid, kesatuan dan juga daya tarikan hakiki mengenai
alam syurgawi, Pameran ini seakan suatu pengembaraan nadir yang
memberi pemahaman mendalam memahami kepentingan artistik
serta impak global arabes.

Pada tahun 2018, pameran ini telah dilancarkan di British Museum
dan menjana minat antarabangsa. la dilengkapkan oleh buku terbitan
khas yang menampilkan koleksi Muzium Kesenian Islam Malaysia.
Kini, pameran ini kembali ke Kuala Lumpur. Dengan lebih 80 buah
artifakkarya agung, ia bakal menjadi suatu pengalaman yang tidak
dapat dilupakan.
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DISCOUNTS DURING THE EXHIBITION PERIOD

The catalogue is available for purchase at the
Museum Shop
Katalog ini boleh didapati di Kedai Muzium
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EDUCATION ACTIVITIES IN CONJUNCTION WITH
THE EXHIBITION

1. Arabesque Pattern Lab - 31 August, Saturday

2. Totebag Painting Workshop - 14 September, Saturday
3. Geometry Workshop - 1 October, Tuesday

3. Bio-Patterns & Initials Workshop - 2 October, Wednesday
4, Curator's Gallery Talk - 9 October, Wednesday

NOTES

All programme details are subject to change without
prior notice.

To sign up for any of the events listed, kindly refer to the
individual posters which will be uploaded on the
museum website.

For more information, contact the Education Department
at 03-20927031 or send an email to
education@iamm.org.my
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