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ORIENTALIST PAINTINGS:
Mirror or Mirage?

This exhibition provides a pioneering Malaysian examination
of a field that has for more than a century been dominated
by Western scholarship. Using the resources of the Islamic
Arts Museum Malaysia, it is a comprehensive overview of an
artistic genre that is once again being fully appreciated.

The IAMM has one of the world'’s largest collections of
Orientalist paintings, most of which have never been on public
display. They reclaim a heritage that reveals much about
relations between ‘East’ and ‘West'. Part of this exchange is
the continuing belief that an Orientalist painting is more than
awork of art; it is also an insight into other people, places and
products. For the IAMM, the collection is about what the artists
might have seen, rather than what they never could.

The output of Orientalist artists during the 19th and early 20th
centuries confirms that there were countless enthusiasts in
the West for scenes of the Middle East, Asia and North Africa
in a time of transition. Orientalist Paintings: Mirror or Mirage?
takes a new look at depictions of regions that were sometimes
better understood by outsiders then than now. These
impressions are from a time when it became possible for
artists to travel to what used to be known as the ‘Orient’. It
was during this era that obstacles to creative expression were
slowly broken down, while other non-artistic barriers were
being put up. This exhibition challenges many preconceptions.
Not least is the use of the word ‘Orientalist’ itself.

M

LUKISAN ORIENTALIS:
Cerminan atau Bayangan?

Pameran ini membuka ruang kepada Malaysia untuk
mempelopori bidang yang lebih seabad lamanya dikuasai oleh
kesarjanaan Barat. Dengan menggunakan sepenuhnya
sumber daripada koleksi Muzium Kesenian Islam Malaysia,
pameran ini memberi gambaran menyeluruh mengenai genre

seni ini yang kini dapat dihargai sepenuhnya semula.

MKIM merupakan antara pemilik koleksi lukisan Orientalis
terbesar di dunia, yang sebahagian besarnya masih belum
dipamerkan kepada umum. la mengembalikan semula
warisan yang memperlihatkan hubungan antara ‘Timur’ dan
‘Barat’. Sebahagian daripada pertembungan ini membentuk
kepercayaan berterusan bahawa lukisan Orientalis melebihi
daripada sekadar karya seni semata-mata; ia turut merupakan
jendela untuk memahami manusia dan tempat yang lain,
serta apa yang dihasilkan oleh mereka. Bagi MKIM, koleksi ini
mengenai tentang apa yang mungkin disaksikan oleh para
pelukis, dan bukannya tentang apa yang tidak mungkin

disaksikan oleh mereka.

Penghasilan karya-karya para pelukis Orientalis pada abad
ke-19 dan awal abad ke-20 menunjukkan dengan jelas bahawa
terdapat terlalu ramai peminat tegar dari Barat terhadap
gambaran Timur Tengah, Asia dan Afrika Utara di sepanjang
tempoh peralihan. Lukisan Orientalis: Cerminan atau
Bayangan? mengetengahkan pandangan baharu terhadap
gambaran wilayah-wilayah yang mungkin lebih difahami oleh
orang luar terdahulu daripada hari ini. Tanggapan yang dibina
ini muncul di waktu para pelukis Orientalis bebas bergerak
mengembara ke wilayah yang dikenali sebagai ‘Orient’. Di era

a batasan terhadap kebebasan berekspresi secara kreatif
% 5

manakala sekatan terhadap perkara yang tidak
e

Sglne ol 8150 158 sctud! Ol !

auds Oy O Gow lowe G 8515 da3lo &5 bl 1o s
SBYI Lt 3ylge e (oymbl daizs .53 o ST e d 3l SLowlyll
s plezaly o 38 g o) Sal s Ly patls Lysdls Aoyl

REUA

3 g LSl 5BV Camite gl IAMM Olegaze 55T o degaze
stazdl dolsd gy By b lgalinoy lell § &3]l Ologlll
il 5 (Bt g B e S Sy B13 (bl dusiug
38T o 48152l gl Ol ekl oLzl s JoLall i g 5329
OSWlg ol Blimd ALolill Bl ells 3] .38 o S0 00
aalidl Joo degambl jomats Casabl a3 dgzg oo 15,5Vl anlidly

4wl oo lgSen b VI oo puds Oldll Laly 8 Il

O, JolsTs e mwldl) 3,80 JN5 o8 bt akd i) Jlas] 5152 &)
& 8Ll ol s eMBYI G Sugaill Oyl &) ] 1S 0 sl
Sy 3] A JEBY g3l N L8] Jlodvs LTy b oVl 3,81
25905 Bz 8y 135 5 Tl ol Bl 1058 bl SLorohs oy ma
o Lo bl ISy 5,3l Lpaads 0LVl s § S 1 3bLLI
Solall 48 5 Sall oo OIS g JI Olslbaill oda 3555 .Y dyle
sl 63 ¢ A izl ells J¥s B ol Gy OIS Lo ) Saudl
57lem 209 05 iy (ehY) sl 25 U OLEI o Lz 5
lyo] Uy ekl IS o ayasdl Gty gyl s A 58 63

Ll «Biiannn oIS plusezal.

EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAMMES

Ist July 2023
Totebag Painting workshop by ArtCore

15 July 2023
Sketching Trail by KL Sketch Nation(Adults)

26 August 2023
Sketching Trail by KL Sketch Nation (Kids)

31 August 2023
Glow in The Dark Workshop

2 September 2023
Sketching Trail by KL Sketch Nation(Adults & Kids)

Be the first to know when exciting new educational
programmes are launched. For more information, kindly
contact the Education Department at 03-2092 7031 or
email to education@iamm.org.my

Sentinel at the Entrance to the Temple Mount, Jerusalem Gustav Bauernfeind (1848-1904)




