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A Warm Welcome to our Readers,

The fourth quarter of  2013 will be  even 
more rewarding than the first three.  Firstly, 
it will offer our  visitors a great opportunity 
to view and enjoy our upcoming exhibition 
on the  IAMM’s collection of contemporary 
Islamic calligraphy. The  collection, which 
to date  has not yet been made available to 
the public, features  the work of some of the 
most renowned contemporary calligraphic 
artists from around 10 countries, including 
Japan, China, Malaysia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt, Syria and Tunisia. 
The fourth quarter of the year also 
brings  about the 15th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Islamic Arts Museum 
Malaysia.  Therefore, it will be  a festive 
season indeed, with many accomplishments 
and much more to come. 
We are also proud to announce that 
this year, the IAMM has received three 
outstanding grants from different 
organisations – The Museums Connect 
Grant, from the American Alliance of 
Museums; The Dar Al Islam Mosque Model 
Grant, from the Embassy of the United 
States in Kuala Lumpur and the U.S. 
Department of State; and the Boundless   
Plains Exhibition Grant, from the Australia-
Malaysia Institute.  With these endeavours, 
our international cooperation has  grown 
stronger and our permanent galleries  are 
enriched.  Thank you.

Syed Mohamad Albukhary
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Al Hajj:
The Malaysian Experience

IN HONOUR OF THE 
SPIRITUAL JOURNEY OF 

HAJJ, AS WELL AS IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH 
TABUNG HAJI’S 50TH 

ANNIVERSARY, A VERY 
SPECIAL EXHIBITION 

WAS LAUNCHED AT THE 
ISLAMIC ARTS MUSEUM 

MALAYSIA (IAMM) ON 
20TH AUGUST 2013.

Aptly	 entitled	 Al	 Hajj:	 The	 Malaysian	 Experience,	 the	 exhibition	 revisits	 the	 early	
experiences of Malaysian pilgrims on their journey to Makkah, as well as the 
establishment	 of	 Tabung	 Haji	 and	 its	 numerous	 services	 to	 Malaysian	 pilgrims.	 The	
exhibition was launched by YB Major General Dato’ Seri Jamil Khir Baharom, Minister 
in	the	Prime	Minister’s	Department,	who	was	accompanied	by	Datuk	Haji	Abdul	Azeez	
Abdul	Rahim,	Chairman	of	 Lembaga	Tabung	Haji;	Dato’	Paduka	 Ismee	 Ismail,	Group	
Managing	 Director	 and	 Chief	 Executive	 Officer	 of	 Lembaga	 Tabung	 Haji	 and	 Datuk	
Abdullah Abdul Rahman, a representative from Albukhary Foundation. Currently 
housed in Special Gallery 1, IAMM, the exhibition will be open to public until 20th 
November	2013.



Fuad	Kouichi	Honda	is	a	Japanese	artist,	born	in	Tokyo	in	1946	AD	/	1365	AH.	
Fuad	Honda	majored	in	Arabic	language	at	the	Tokyo	University	of	Foreign	
Studies.	He	worked	in	Saudi	Arabia	as	an	interpreter	and	coordinator.	Whilst	
there, he encountered Arabic calligraphy and began to study calligraphy 
every night after work. On his return to Japan, he continued to pursue 
this	 interest	 in	 calligraphy	and	 in	1990	AD	 /1410	AH,	he	was	 awarded	a	
prize	by	the	jury	of	the	Second	International	Arabic	Calligraphy	Contest	in	
Turkey.	In	1996	AD	/	1416	AH,	he	was	chosen	as	one	of	the	world’s	top	five	
contemporary Arabic calligraphers at a Kuwaiti government festival. Since 
then, he has participated in numerous calligraphy exhibitions and contests. 
Honda	brings	two	different	cultures	-	Japanese	and	Islamic	-	together	in	a	
way which can be appreciated by both - as well as by the rest of the world.

New Acquisitions

Large Gold-Damascened Shield
North India, 1841 AD

Of circular form, this shield has a 
slightly rounded profile. The centre 
is applied with four bosses and a 
crescent, bordered with calligraphic 
inscriptions in Nasta’liq script 
against a floral ground. The borders 
are deeply carved with a floral 
lattice, the rim with floral meander, 
with two sun-shaped medallions 
giving the name of Hazrat ‘Issa ‘Alyat 
al-Salam Panah. The reverse is lined 
with silver-thread embroidered 
velvet.

Iznik Jug
Ottoman Turkey, c. 1580 AD

This jug rises from a slightly-flaring round 
foot, while its   bulbous body tapers towards 
the shoulder. The white ground is painted in 
cobalt-blue, bole-red, green and black. The 
foot is adorned with a band of strapwork, 
while the body is decorated with a ground 
of elegant green fish scales, set with tri-
lobed palmettes with cusped edges, framing 
a band of curved stylised leaves. The base 
of the neck is adorned with a minor band 
of curving leaves and palmettes, as well as a 
band of strapwork. A large cusped palmette 
sits around the base of the handle.

Fuad Kouichi Honda

Qur’an
China, Late 18th century AD
This Arabic manuscript on paper features black Muhaqqaq 
script, with gold roundel verse markers outlined in red. Its 
surah headings are in red Thuluth script, in clouds on gold 
ground, within black-ruled green cartouches. The text is 
set within double red rules, with marginal markers such as 
gold and polychrome illuminated medallions inscribed in 
coloured Thuluth script. The opening bifolium and the thirty 
openings of Qur’an sections (juz’) are adorned with gold 
and polychrome illuminated headpieces and margins, with 
occasional marginal notes and catchwords. The probably 
added colophon, signed ‘Abd al-Latif bin Shams al-Din al-
Sini, states  Khanbaliq (Beijing) as the place of copy.  The 
date Ramadan 902 AH is set within an illuminated shamsa.

Parcel-Gilt & Nielloed Kohl Flask
Ottoman Turkey
Late 17th / early 18th century AD. 
This flask is of a rounded form, with slightly flattened 
sides and raised central knops. It also has a cylindrical 
neck with domed screw top and attached thin spatula.  
At its sides are two attached loops and chain with a gilt 
crescent pendant. The front and back of the bottle are 
decorated with a large rosette, containing stylised flower 
heads and irises, surrounded further floral sprays on 
nielloed ground. The sides and top are adorned with 
scalloped designs, bordered on each side with bands of 
strapwork.

The Dar al-Islam Mosque Model
Architect Hassan Fathy completed in 1989
Abiquiu, New Mexico U.S.A.
This mosque model, funded by the U.S. Department 
of State through the U.S. Embassy of Kuala Lumpur, 
will become a permanent addition to the Islamic Arts 
Museum Malaysia’s collection. 



VISIT FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE
Date: 19TH SEPTEMBER 2013

LIVE BREAKFAST SHOW FROM AL HAJJ 
EXHIBITION, SPECIAL GALLERY 1
Date: 24TH AUGUST 2013
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citizenship unbound
MUSEUMS CONNECT BUILDING GLOBAL COMMUNITIES 2013/2014FLAG

STORIES

The Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia (IAMM) in Kuala Lumpur and the South of Market 
Arts Cultural Centre (SOMArts) in San Francisco, California (USA), has been  awarded 
the	Museums	Connect	grant,	through	its	programme		entitled	Flag	Stories:	Citizenship	
Unbound.

This ten-month long educational programme, with an international collaboration 
element,	 reaches	 out	 to	 13	 to	 16	 year	 old	 student	 participants.	 It	 includes	 	 three	
weekend	camps,	which	bring	together	students	from	all	14	states	of	Malaysia.	Through	
a series of discussions, hands-on activities and culturally-based artistic exchanges 
between IAMM and SOMArts, the students will collaborate  by telling their stories of 
how flags are represented from their perspective using Photography, Creative Writing, 
Film, Performing Arts and New Media.

Participants will undergo a series of activities at IAMM, to get to know the museum and 
its artefacts. They will work with practicing artists and visit higher learning institutions. 
A select few will also be travelling to San Francisco on a 10-day exchange trip. The 
programme will be held every Saturday, beginning this October 2013, and will culminate 
with gallery exhibitions, presentations, film screenings and a certificate ceremony in 
June	2014.

To	find	out	more	 and	 to	 apply:	 Visit	 http://www.iamm.org.my	–	 Education	 :	 Special	
Programmes.

The IAMM is honoured to have received an official visit by the President of the Republic 
of	Singapore,	His	Excellency	Dr	Tony	Tan	Keng	Yam	and	wife	on	19	September	2013.	The	
President	and	his	entourage	visited	the	special	exhibition,	Al	Hajj:	The	Malaysian	Experience,	
as well as the IAMM permanent galleries. Before leaving, the President took some time to 
sign our VIP guest book, with the message, “Thank you for hosting me and my wife Mary. 
We were very impressed by the range of rich Islamic art and manuscripts on display at this 
wonderful museum.”

In	conjunction	with	the	Al	Hajj	exhibition	
at	the	IAMM,	TV9’s	breakfast	show,	Nasi	
Lemak Kopi O, recorded their programme 
live from inside the exhibition’s gallery. 
With	Hajj	as	 the	main	theme,	 the	show	
also incorporated interactive activities 
related	to	Hajj,	including	a	demonstration	
of how to wear the ihram, as well as 
quizzes.	

Federal Territories Minister, Datuk Seri 
Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor, launched 
an eco-friendly tram service after 
boarding the tram from the Islamic Arts 
Museum Malaysia (IAMM) to the KL City 
Gallery. The two-hour tram ride includes 
Dataran	 Merdeka,	 the	 Tun	 Abdul	 Razak	
Heritage	Park	and	many	iconic	buildings.

KL CITY HALL’S HERITAGE TRAIL TRAM
Date: 22ND AUGUST 2013



Publication highlights

Sami Badawi is a skilled artist, with a passion for hand-painted tiles.  
Badawi experimented with glazes for over twenty years, until he 

reached perfection, and could produce what his ancestors from the 
great Islamic civilisations were striving to achieve.  His tiles are all 

original designs, hand painted, and fired in his private kiln. Each tile is 
a piece of art, meticulously executed to reflect beauty and devotion.

Fridge Magnet
Laser Cut Islamic
Design

Rm 10.00 each

Small Egyptian Tiles (10x10cm) RM 39.90 each

Fridge Magnet 
Multilayer Wood 
Veneer Laser Cut

RM 12.00 each

Keychain Multilayer 
Wood Veneer Laser 
Cut

RM 10.00 each

Great selections@Museum Shop

AL HAJJ: THE MALAYSIAN EXPERIENCE
In conjuntion with the 50th Anniversary of Lembaga Tabung Haji

The	 catalogue	 of	 the	 exhibition,	 Al	 Hajj:	 The	 Malaysian	 Experience,	 provides	
stories	of	early	Malay	pilgrims	and	Tabung	Haji’s	presence	throughout	Malaysian	
pilgrimage	in	modern	times.	It	brings	audiences	to	the	key	rituals	of	Hajj	and	offers	
information regarding the world’s biggest pilgrimage on Earth. The exhibition, in 
conjunction	 with	 the	 50th	 anniversary	 of	 Tabung	 Haji	 in	 general	 portrays	 the	
aspirations	 and	 commitment	 of	 Tabung	 Haji	 as	 a	 vital	 institution	 of	 al	Hajj	 in	
Malaysia. It also unfolds the devotion and determination of Malaysian pilgrims to 
take steps towards Makkah al Mukarramah.

ISBN	:	9789832591054
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