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A Warm Welcome to our Readers,

The first half of this year the museum 
focused on refurbishing and expanding 
its gallery spaces, adding more artefacts 
and information panels to the enjoyment 
of our general public. Arms & Armour, 
Ceramics & Glass and the Wood 
gallery are now ready, all three display 
outstanding artefacts representing the 
opulence of Islamic civilizations.  As we 
approach the holy month of Ramadan, 
we look forward for an educational 
exhibition in conjunction with the 50th 
anniversary of Tabung Haji ; “Al Hajj: The 
Malaysian Experience”. The exhibition 
will take us through the hajj rituals and 
highlight the services of Tabung Hajj. 
Their services are unprecedented in the 
Muslim world. With this I wish you all a 
Blessed Ramadan. 

Syed Mohamad Albukhary
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Arms & Armour
Ceramics gallery

This season, the IAMM is pleased to introduce its renovated and expanded Arms & 
Armour, and Ceramics & Glass galleries.  This fresh display transforms the visitor’s 
experience, not only providing more artefacts to enjoy but also supplementing it with 
informative and interesting panels.



TEXTILE WORKSHOPS
Date: 12/19/26 JUNE 2013

In conjunction with the exhibition 
“Tradition & Continuity : Woven and 
Decorated Textile of the Malay Peninsula“, 
the IAMM organised three workshops on 
Malay decorated textiles. The workshops, 
conducted by Encik Muhamad Sharif 
Othman of Arif D’Tanjung, focused 
on the arts of kelingkan (metallic 
strip embroidery), telepuk (gold leaf 
application), and tekat (metallic thread 
couching). Participants were able to try 
their hands at these different techniques.

INTERNING AT THE MUSEUM
BY SHARIFAH SOFIA

The inner workings of a museum have always intrigued me; I recall many well spent 
hours in museums as a child and so, when the opportunity to intern at the IAMM came 
my way, I was hardly one to turn it down. 

Each day began with great anticipation and ended being a rewarding learning 
experience. The camaraderie amongst the museum staff made it easy for me to adapt 
to an already established working environment and their passion over their work was 
rather infectious. Stationed at the curatorial department, I shadowed a curator in my 
first week, followed by insightful taster sessions to the graphics, records & collection, 
and conservation departments. 

Every department plays a vital role in the smooth running of the museum. As creative 
as the curatorial department sounds, there are more mundane tasks to be carried out, 
such as recording new acquisitions, research work and installation of artifacts, that all 
have to be carried out to perfection. Even the simple task of taking photographs of the 
artifacts has to be done in a particular manner so as to keep records rather than taking 
pictures purely based on aesthetic preferences. 

My sincerest gratitude goes out to the Director and his team at the IAMM for having 
me as an intern at this prestigious institution.

VISITS AT THE IAMM
Date: FEBRUARY - MAY 2013

The IAMM had many reputable guests 
between the months of February to May, 
2013 that we would like to share with 
our readers.

Scholars:
-  Dr Ghada H. Qaddumi (World Craft,  
 Council President) Asia Pacific Region
- Issam Nabulsi Desypher Architects
- René Brus, Author of Crown Jewellery  
 and Regalia of the World
- Dr Keelan Obertan; ex Curator for the  
 Shangri La, Dorris Duke Foundation
- Ms Jasleen Kahdahari of Oxford Asian  
 Textile Group
- As-Syaikh Solah Bin Muhammad 
 Al-Budair (Imam Masjid Nabawi)

Museums:
- Representatives from Ayala Museum,  
 Philipines
- Miss Wen of Tepapa Museum, 
 New Zealand
- Korean Museum Delegations
- Mr Joseph Crook, British Museum

Schools:
- Fairview International School
- Young Muslim Leaders of Australia

LECTURE SERIES FOR “TRADITION & 
CONTINUITY: WOVEN AND DECORATED 
TEXTILES OF THE MALAY PENINSULA” 
EXHIBITION
Date: 4 & 5 April 2013

In conjunction with the exhibition, 
the IAMM organised a two-day lecture 
series presented by: Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
Norwani Md. Nawawi, Mr. Salikin Sidek, 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Haziyah Hussin, and 
YM Raja Datin Paduka Fuziah Raja Tun 
Uda. The speakers discussed the history, 
types and motifs of Malay textiles; the 
contemporary use of Malay textiles in 
fashion; and the contribution of Malay 
textile champions Allahyarhamah Azah 
Aziz and Allahyarham Tengku Ismail 
Tengku Su. 

DALA’IL AL-KHAYRAT WHICH TRANSLATES TO 
“WAYMARKS OF BENEFITS” was composed in the 
15th century by Imam Al-Jazuli. It is one of the most 
widely copied book of prayers and is often compiled 
from an assortment of prayers. Including the ninety 
nine names of Allah and two hundred and one names 
of the Prophet (saw), this celebrated prayer manual 
was especially popular in 18th century Ottoman 
Turkey. Illuminated pages of this manuscript include 
paintings of the Ka’bah in Mecca and the Prophet’s 
Mosque in Medina. 

Educational activities News & events

New Acquisitions

A Mughal gemset rock-crystal 
flywhisk’s hair holder

India, 18th century AD
Originally an element from a fly-whisk. 

The base of the cup is inlaid with 
gems. The slightly flaring body is finely 

decorated with floral sprays under a floral 
garland.

A Qur’an section
Ottoman turkey, 16th century AD
Containing five suras written in the 
naskh script in alternating black and 
gold text. Sura headings are in white on 
gold cartouches within panels of gold 
and polychrome illumination. The folio 
is bound in the original brown Morocco 
binding with flap decorated with stamped 
gilt central panel.

A Diwan copied by Shams al-Din 
Muhammad Shirazi hafiz
Safavid Iran, 1613-14 AD
Written in nasta’liq script and surrounded 
by gold and polychrome floral sprays. 
The text is written both horizontally and 
diagonally in one or two columns with 
green and gold, and narrow gold band 
with foliate illumination down the centre. 
It is bound in a red Morocco binding with 
a central stamped medallion of scrolling 
floral design.

An intact Kashan lustre painted ewer
Iran, 13th century AD

This well-preserved ewer of painted 
lustre with a lower register of concentric 
circles beneath a band of stylised kufic is 
punctuated by lozenges framed by bands 
of loose naskh script inscription reserved 

against gold ground.

Kain limar bersongket
East Coast, Malay Peninsula
19th - 20th century AD
A fine silk weft ikat with supplementary weft metal threads. The main body is 
reddish-brown featuring bunga tiga dara motif. The ends of the cloth are in red.

Dala’il 
Al-Khayrat

ARABIC CALLIGRAPHY ARTS AND 
CRAFTS COURSE
Date: 16 February - 29 June 2013  

The IAMM regularly organises courses 
in Arabic calligraphy arts and crafts. 
The four-month long course familiarises 
students with the six major Arabic 
calligraphic styles: dewani, kufi, farsi, 
riq’a, naskh and thuluth. After completing 
the course, students may submit their 
best works to the annual National Arabic 
Calligraphy competition, to be held in 
December 2013.

INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM DAY 
Date: 17 May 2013

The Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia (IAMM) 
celebrated this year’s International 
Museum Day with the theme ‘Museums 
(memory + creativity) = social change’ 
by including several interactive and 
creative activities for our avid visitors. 
Some of the activities included a Qasidah 
(lyrical poetry) performance; a tile, plate 
and batik painting booth; a mini loom 
demonstration and weaving; and also 
traditional games. 



Publication highlights

On display is a selection of finely made traditional Iznik tiles from 
Turkey. This great selection of tiles are wide in variety and is currently 

on offer at the Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia’s shop. The tiles 
individually framed are priced at RM 20.00 each.

A composition of two or more tiles in plain 
black frames are also available within the 

price range between RM 85.00 to RM 250.00.

Great selections@Museum Shop

GARIS MASA PERADABAN ISLAM: KOLEKSI MUZIUM KESENIAN ISLAM MALAYSIA

The Malay version for the Timeline of Islamic Civilisations (featuring the collection 
of the Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia), will also provide a brief overview of Islamic 
civilisations from the time of the Orthodox Caliphate, up to the 20th century AD. 
It has been formatted to cater to the Malay speaking students to perform as a 
supplementary resource to their history books. It encompasses the geographical 
expanse of the Islamic World, which extends from the Iberian Peninsula to Southeast 
Asia. This supplementary book is a quick and helpful reference for Malay speaking 
students, newcomers to Islamic art and history, as well as established enthusiasts. 
The timeline is illustrated with works of art in various media, including manuscripts, 
ceramics, jewellery, woodwork and metalwork all from the Islamic Arts Museum 
Malaysia collection.

ISBN : 9789832591047

IAMM MINI BOOKS
Highlighting the beauty and diversity of Islamic Art, 
7 mini booklets featuring some of the IAMM artefact 

collections are available at the bookshop. The mini series 
highlights Ottoman Iznik tiles, Jewelry techniques, Malay 

manuscripts, Ikats of central Asia, Trade and spices,
textiles and a pocket guide to the museum.

Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia
Jalan Lembah Perdana 50480 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Tel: 603 2274 2020   
Fax: 603 2274 0529
Email: info@iamm.org.my
www.iamm.org.my
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