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Dear colleagues, museum directors, curators, staff, visitors and 
art lovers, 

 It is my pleasure to share with you few of  our accomplishments 
here at the Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia in this quarterly 
newsletter, not to congratulate ourselves, but to invite you to 
share our passion for the arts and crafts, history and culture of  
the Islamic world. With every new artefact that we display, and in 
every new exhibition that we curate, we have you in our minds. All 
of  you are our audience and we are here to share with you the 
beauty of  knowledge. 
 
 Thus, it is my honour to invite you to share with us your 
views, comments and reflections. We welcome you to play a 
role in forming our future, and your future as well. In a rapidly 
changing world, we feel that the museum ground has evolved and 
revolutionized. Today and thanks to the astounding technologies, 
museums became accessible virtually at your fingertips, with all 
types of  information to suit all ages and interests.

 Our Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia ground is thus more than 
just a journey in pursuit of  knowledge; it is an enriching experience, 
with a sense of  space enriched with unvoiced sound, with displays 
imbued with ideas. It is a journey infused with creativity.

 Syed Mohamad Albukhary

DIRECTOR’S
MESSAGE

UPCOMING EVENTS 2018

Front cover: An Iznik pottery dish, Turkey, 
16th century. Collection of Islamic Arts 
Museum Malaysia

Exhibition: 
‘The Aesthetics of Commemoration:
The Mausoleum of Imam Shafie over
800 Years’ Exhibition at IAMM

21 JULY 2018 
Talk:
“Early Malay Doctors” by Dr Faridah 
Abdul Rashid

11 AUGUST 2018 
Talk:
“The Legacy of Al-Imam Al-Shafi’I and 
its Contemporary Influence in Southeast 
Asian Countries” by Dr Luqman Haji 
Abdullah

29 NOVEMBER 2018 
Talk:
“Framing Architecture” by Wan Fuad

Exhibition: 
‘At-Tibb: Healing Traditions in Islamic 
Medical Manuscripts’ 

27 JULY 2018
Workshop: “Codicological Aspects of 
Islamic Manuscripts” by Dr Farouk 
Yahya 

28 JULY 2018
Talk: “Medicine & Culture” by
Dr Farouk Yahya & Dr Fabrizio 
Speziale 

4 AUGUST 2018
Workshop: Bengkel Literasi Jawi 
Klasik & Moden (for ages 15 and 
above) 

13 OCTOBER 2018
Workshop: Herbs Drawing & 
Watercolour Workshop (for adults) 

10 NOVEMBER 2018
Workshop: Botanical Watercolour 
Workshop (for children, 8-15 years 
old) 

MARCH - DECEMBER 2018
Children’s Weekend Workshops: 
Skeletal System (March 2018) 
Anatomy Flip Book (April 2018) 
Articulated Hand (May 2018) 
Me, Myself & I (June 2018) 
Hair Styles (July 2018) 
My Face (August 2018)
Doctor’s Bag (September 2018) 
Teeth & Smile (October 2018) 
X-Ray (November 2018) 
Body Map (December 2018)

8 t h  J U N E  –  1 S T  N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8 

1 9 t h  M A R C H  2 0 1 8  –  3 1 s t  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8



FOCUS

Beyond the Letter: Modern Arabic Calligraphy from the 
Collection of Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia’ Exhibition at the 
Sharjah Museum of Islamic Civilisation, UAE.

The Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia (IAMM) in collaboration with 
the Sharjah Museum of  Islamic Civilization, UAE successfully 
launched ‘Beyond the Letter: Modern Arabic Calligraphy’ on 28th 
March 2018. The exhibition displays 27 selected contemporary 
calligraphic paintings by 13 calligraphers, with renowned figures 
such as Fuad Kouichi Honda, Mohammad Bozorgi, Ahmad 
Moustafa and Maryam Ghanbarian. These paintings from the 
collection of  IAMM generally represent nature and capture the 
rhythmic movement of  the world around us. They were skillfully 
created to demonstrate the calligraphers’ inspiration and 
philosophy. 
 The Malaysian Ambassador to UAE, H.E. Dato’ Syed Md. 

Dr Heba Nayel Barakat, curator of the exhibition delivers a thought-
provoking lecture echoing the inspiration and philosophy of the calligraphers 
through their paintings. 

Malaysian Ambassador to UAE, H.E. Dato’ Syed Md. Hasrin Tengku 
Hussin and wife during the tour of the exhibition.

Among the 27 masterpieces featured at the exhibition gallery of the Sharjah Museum of Islamic Civilization, UAE. 

Hasrin Tengku Hussin, and his wife were among the dignitaries 
who attended the exhibition launching. Both of  them participated 
in a special tour of  the exhibition led by Dr Heba Nayel Barakat, 
Head of  Curatorial Affairs Department, IAMM. At the event Dr 
Heba, as the curator of  the exhibition, also delivered a lecture 
to the public. In conjunction with the exhibition, special bilingual 
catalogues featuring all the paintings on display was published by 
Sharjah Museum of  Islamic Civilization.
 The exhibition was attended by the visitors from all over 
the world, including a special guest, Michael Ellis, the UK’s 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of  State for Arts, Heritage and 
Tourism. The exhibition opened its door to visitors until 23rd June 2018.  



‘Reaching out to the hard to reach’ is the tagline used by IFLA in their 
mission to transform societies. 

The Fatimid-inspired architecture and domed mausoleum holds 800 years 
of stories to be relished. 

The photography exhibition showcases a varied selection of  
historic and contemporary photographs of  the mausoleum of  
Imam al-Shafi’i in Cairo, Egypt. It reflects the splendour of  design 
and architecture that has defined the mausoleum’s physical 
presence in Cairo, and the lasting memory of  Imam al-Shafi’i 
whose influence as a scholar and legal theorist remains immensely 
relevant to Muslims today. The exhibition is a visual story of  a 
Cairene architectural landmark whose history, urban context 
and interior decoration embody a symbolic acknowledgment of  
Imam al-Shafi’i’s memory and contribution to Islamic legal theory. 
Accompanying the exhibition will be a talk on the religious and 
legal legacy of  Imam al-Shafi’i, and the present relevance of  
his mazhab to Muslims in Southeast Asia; a sketching workshop 
to teach participants the techniques and methods of  outline 
drawing; and a weekend programme for children to learn about 
the mausoleum through interactive activities that will run once a 
month from June to September.

‘The Aesthetics of Commemoration: The Mausoleum of 
Imam Shafie over 800 Years’ Photography Exhibition

Global Arts and 
the Islamic World: 
Documenting Islamic 
Arts Worldwide Satellite 
Conference and IFLA Library 
Visit 2018 at Islamic Arts 
Museum Malaysia

The International Federation of  Library Associations and 
Institutions (IFLA) is the leading international body representing 
the interests of  library and information services and their users. 
It is the global voice of  the library and information profession. 
 IFLA is organising its 84th World Library and Information 
Congress (IFLA WLIC) in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from 24th-
30th August 2018. The theme, “Transform Libraries, Transform 
Societies” with the additional tagline: ‘Reaching out to the hard 
to reach’ was chosen in recognition of  the critical role played by 
libraries in the development of  a nation, particularly in their ability 
to transform societies.
 On 23rd August 2018, in line with the Congress, the IAMM 
Scholar’s Library will be collaborating with the Art Libraries 
Section of  IFLA in holding a one-day satellite conference with the 
theme “Global Arts and the Islamic World: Documenting Islamic 
Arts Worldwide”, focusing on documentation of  the Islamic arts. 
Several prominent speakers in the field will be involved in sharing 
their thoughts. 
 A visit to the IAMM Scholar’s Library is also being arranged 
in the IFLA Library Visit 2018 programme on 30th August 2018. 
This library is unique in offering books and reading material that 
specialise in Islamic art, many of  which are rare and go back to 
17th century publications highlighting Western travellers’ interest 
and fascination with the Islamic world. 



IAMM SCHOLARSHIP

Behind closed  Doors,  in touch with 
Artefacts - The Work of the Conservators 

by Friedrich Farid Zink
Head of  Conservation Centre, Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia.

When visitors go to a museum, their expectation is to see well-
maintained objects on display. Spectacular artefacts, of  different 
eras and locations, are there to  reflect the ‘Zeitgeist’ of  times 
long past; or they are simply ‘beautiful’ and perhaps ‘valuable’   
The value and beauty of  an historic artefact or art work — no 
matter whether it originates in master craftsmanship or artistry 
— lies in the eye of  the beholder. 
 In a museum context, curators and conservators are two of  
the three ‘beholders’, the third is the museum visitor, whatever 
their age, background or motivation.  The role and function of  
curators and conservators is, in addition to studying, documenting 
and preserving the museum collection, to share with visitors the 
information and insights that they have gained.
 Conservation in its widest sense — including preserving, 
conserving and restoring — has become one of  the crucial 
concepts of  our time. To decide on conservation programmes 
and their practical appliance, the experts involved and trained 
require a clear understanding of  who is conserving, as well as 
how, why  and what has to be conserved. Therefore, the ideal 
conservator is someone with a solid study-background in science 
and/or technology. It has to be understood that conservation 
and restoration is an interdisciplinary, scientific field, which 
mainly involves archaeology, history and, above all, the applied 
sciences. Practical conservation/restoration is a multi-disciplinary, 
inter-professional, organised activity, based on scientific facts, 
interdisciplinary research knowledge and experience.
 A conservator’s work is strictly guided by a strong code of  
ethics.*
 In the work of  a conservator the monetary or ‘market value 
is secondary; what counts is the ‘historic value. In the practical 
approach of  conservation, every relic of  the past is to be treated, 
with equal attention and care. 
The overarching motto is “We are Preserving the Past for the 
Present and the Future”.

* IAMM’s Conservation & Research Centre adheres to the E.C.C.O.  PROFESSIONAL 
GUIDELINES (II), Code of Ethics.
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Artefacts going on an overseas journey: ARABESQUE, 
IAMM’s Temporary Exhibition at the British Museum, 2018

The daily work of  a conservator revolves around the ‘healthcare’ 
of  artefacts and collections.
 The condition of  the existing collection has to be monitored 
and maintained and new acquisitions have to be examined, 
evaluated and their condition studied and documented. Their 
need of  conservation and/or preservation has to be determined 
and initiated.
 When single objects or themed parts of  the IAMM collection 
are about to undertake a journey, special condition checks have 
to be made. The specialised conservators of  different units within 
the IAMM Conservation Centre evaluate, carefully, each object and 
state the present condition in specific condition reports. Previous 
‘original repair-work’, from the time when the object was in use, 
and  more recent conservation/restoration work is re-evaluated 
and documented. 
 To come to a conclusion, archived condition and conservation 
reports are consulted; objects are inspected and examined; and 
a new updated report is compiled, which will accompany the loan 
object to its new destination. 
 If  the artefact receives a clear bill of  health, being declared 
‘fit for travel’, it can proceed to be shown at other locations. At 
the other end of  the object’s journey, professional colleagues 
will repeat the procedure on arrival. The same procedure will be 
carried out on departure, at the end of  a temporary exhibition. 
Once it is back home at IAMM, the loan object will undergo the 
same careful checks, again.
 Ensuring that objects are travelling safely — and arriving 
unharmed — the conservators and the selected professional Art 
Transport Company are respon   e preparation and supervision 
of  appropriate packing and crating.  

Photos 1-6:
1. Shield, with arabesques floral bands (19th c. India). 2. Incense Burner, bronze lion 
in openwork (12 - 13th c. Seljuk).  3 & 3A. Damascus Pottery Tile, with entwining split-
palmettes and floral vines (late 16th/early 17th c. Syria). UV-light [in blue] revealing 
over-painted and re-glazed crack. 4. Book Binding, stamped and gilded (early 16th-
18th c. Iran). 5. Qur’an, in black ghubari script, with large gold and polychrome 
illuminated headpiece (late 18th/early 19th c. Kashmir). Couched gilt threads in a 
motif of scrolling floral vines and arabesques.  6. Lady’s Anteri Robe, velvet (19th c. 
Turkey) embroidered with couched gilt threads in a motif of scrolling floral vines and 
arabesques.
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Visit of DYMM Sultan of Kedah, Tuanku Sultan 
Sallehuddin ibni Almarhum Sultan Badlishah 

International 
Conference on Malay 
Medical Manuscripts 
(ICOMMM) 2018

IAMM
HIGHLIGHTS

On 12th April 2018, the Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia welcomed a royal visit by the Sultan of  Kedah, DYMM Sultan Sallehuddin ibni 
Almarhum Sultan Badlishah and consort Tuanku Sultanah Maliha binti Almarhum Tengku Ariff. Upon arrival, DYMM Tuanku Sultan 
performing a book-signing ceremony to mark this special occasion. DYMM Tuanku Sultan and his entourage visited the IAMM special 
exhibition ‘Al-Tibb: Healing Traditions in Islamic Medical Manuscripts’ in addition to a photography exhibition at the Open Space Gallery: 
‘Syria, Yemen, Iraq: The Risk of  Forever Being Lost’. The visit was led by a curator of  the museum, accompanied by Syed Mokhtar 
Albukhary, Chairman of  the Albukhary Foundation, after which the IAMM presented a special memento of  appreciation to the Sultan.   

Accompanying the ‘Al-Tibb: Healing Traditions in Islamic Medical 
Manuscripts’ Exhibition is ICOMMM. The International Conference 
on Malay Medical Manuscripts (ICOMMM) 2018 aims to inculcate 
greater awareness of  these Malay manuscripts to the public and 
academia. This is in line with the WHO’s Integrative Medicine Policy 
and the Malaysia Ministry of  Health agenda on Traditional and 
Complementary Medicine policy, in which traditional practices are 
to be evaluated scientifically to help in drug discovery, improving 
treatment modalities as well as countering pseudoscientific 
activities made in the name of  traditional medicine. The 
conference will be held on 8th-9th September in collaboration 
with the Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia at Kuala Lumpur, in 
conjunction with the ‘Al-Tibb’ Exhibition. At least 100 participants 
are expected to attend this conference. The conference will cover 
topics on philosophy, history and manuscript study with emphasis 
given to the significance of  Malay medicine in a contemporary 
context. Half  of  the presentations will be delivered by Malay-
manuscript researchers who are themselves medical and science 

Chairman of Albukhary Foundation, Syed Mokhtar Albukhary during the 
memento presentation ceremony to the Sultan of Kedah.

ICOMMM will be emphasizing the philosophy, history and the significance 
of the contemporized Malay medicine. 

DYMM Sultan Sallehuddinn ibni Almarhum Sultan Badlishah, the Sultan 
of Kedah during the visit to special exhibition ‘Al-Tibb: HealingTraditions in 
Islamic Medical Manuscripts.

professionals, hence the conference will present a unique cross-
disciplinary experience for its attendees. A pre-conference 
‘Immersion in Islamic Arts’ Workshop, uncovering the secrets 
behind the artefacts, will be held on 7th September. 



IAMM
EDUCATION

TALK: THE EARLY MALAY DOCTORS 1900-1957 MALAYA 
& SINGAPORE

Date  : 28th April 2018
Venue : Special Gallery 1, IAMM

Tadarus Al Quran 2018

Date  : 12th May – 9th June 2018
Venue : Special Gallery 1, IAMM

The first event in association with the ‘Al-Tibb’ exhibition, The Early 
Malay Doctors talk by Professor Faridah attracted an audience of  
more than one hundred. It was attended by families and relatives 
of  the highlighted doctors, among others, making the occasion 
especially meaningful. As family to one of  the doctors herself, 
Prof. Faridah shared how her curiosity led to the research in 
question and reintroduced the long list of  pre-independence 
doctors and their contributions to society during that time. 
Without undermining the relevance of  pre-independence doctors, 
her research into the distant past aroused her curiosity about the 
less distant post-independence era where she carefully examined 
changes in the socio-economic background of  Malaya, the effect 
of  colonialism on medical practice and the introduction of  Western 
medicine to Malaya during that era. 

The Quran recitation tradition at IAMM continued this year. IAMM 
celebrated its 13th year of  organising the Tadarus Al-Quran 
during the Holy Month of  Ramadan. Participants, led by six 
authoritative qaris and ustazs, completed the whole 30 chapters 
of  Al-Quran in a one-month period. The opening ceremony was 
held on 12th May and IAMM held a feast in the restaurant.



MANUSCRIPT WORKSHOP: 
CODICOLOGICAL ASPECTS 
OF ISLAMIC MANUSCRIPTS
Date  : 27th July 2018 (Friday)
Time  : 2.30 pm – 5.30 pm
Fee  : RM65

Join Dr. Farouk Yahya in this manuscript workshop. Dr. Farouk will 
briefly guide the participants to understand manuscript better, 
focusing on material and physical aspects of  the manuscript itself. 
For those who are wondering, codicology is also referred to as 
‘the archaeology of  the book’. Contact our Education department 
for more inquiry.

TALK: MEDICINE & 
CULTURE

Date  : 28th July 2018 (Saturday)
Time  : 10.30 am – 1.00 pm

Dr Farouk Yahya and Dr Fabrizio Speziale will team up to explain 
the correlation between medicine and culture throughout history, 
especially in Islam. Medical practices often vary in different 
cultures, influenced by local societal interpretation and beliefs. 
The question of  whether the best medical practices are composed 
of  traditional or conventional methods, and the importance of  
local beliefs, are among the issues that lie at the heart of  this 
topic. Contact our Education Department to reserve a seat.

INTERNATIONAL 
MUSEUM DAY
2018  

Date  : 18th July 2018 (Wednesday)

Celebrated worldwide every 18th May, International Museum 
Day (IMD) is one of  the highlights in the IAMM almanac. Out 
of  respect for the month of  Ramadan, IAMM has postponed its 
IMD celebration. We have series of  programmes, workshops, 
art demonstrations and exhibitions planned for you. To see the 
complete list, visit the Education section of  our website. See you 
on 18th July!

SAHABAT MUZIUM – 
COLLABORATION WITH 
SMK (P) METHODIST 
KUALA LUMPUR
Date  : 26th July 2018

A collaborative serial programme between IAMM and SMK (P) 
Methodist, the programme includes four series of  modules 
consisting of  exploring the museum gallery, thematic museum 
trail, Islamic arts study and art activities. The programme aims 
to bring students closer to the museum while at the same time 
understanding its role as a preserver and conservator. The 
intention is also to introduce the museum as a conducive learning 
space for related subject such as history and the arts. Sahabat 
Muzium will close its curtain this year on 12th July.

UPCOMING PROGRAMMES
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PUBLICATION

MUSEUM
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ISLAMIC ARTS MUSEUM MALAYSIA & THE BRITISH 
MUSEUM CALENDAR 2019: PATRONAGE, PRODUCTION 
AND CRAFTSMANSHIP

For every object, there is a story to tell. Among them is the history 
of  the sovereignty of  rulers, who have played a central role as 
patrons and fostered artistic production, while the object itself  
demonstrates the exquisite craftsmanship involved in its making. 
Sultans and Caliphs recruited craftsmen from across the Muslim 
world to produce impressive objects and build stunning edifices 
that became a symbol of  their power and artistic patronage. To 
reflect this spirit, the British Museum and the Islamic Arts Museum 
Malaysia have selected 12 objects from within their collections of  
Islamic art to feature in this calendar. These objects are among 
the many that reflect the patronage of  the court. Produced in 
royal ateliers, these refined objects emphasise the depth and 
skills of  artisans across the region. 
 This calendar represents the shared vision of  the Islamic 
Arts Museum Malaysia and the British Museum, working together 
to highlight the richness of  this creativity with the opening of  the 
Albukhary Foundation Gallery of  the Islamic World at the British 
Museum in October 2018.  The calendar is available to purchase 
at the Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia and the British Museum by 
the end of  this year.

Description: Framed and Unframed Calligraphy 
Acrylics oil painting on canvas with assorted verses
Country: Indonesia
Size:       50cm x 50cm (unframed) - S 
              64cm x 54cm (unframed) - M   
Price: RM 700.00 to RM 900.00


