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Happy New Year, and may 2017 bring peace, happiness and blessing to all the world.
 IAMM bids 2016 farewell with two outstanding exhibitions “Dala’il al-Khayrat: Prayer Manuscripts from the 16th to 19th 
centuries” and “Ostarrichislam: Islam in Austria”, and look forward for a greater year ahead. At IAMM, our exhibition schedule 
is developed to become a teaching resource at the highest level. Our expanded acquisition scheme helps curators, educators 
and conservators to furnish the galleries to become more engaging to our visitors and enrich the lives of our local and global 
communities.
 As a repository of shared knowledge and objects, our next year’s exhibitions head to provide a quality experience and 
enjoyment during the visits. Its plan begins by honouring one of Malaysia’s top photographers of the early 20th century, Almarhum 
Sultan Ismail Nasiruddin Shah. This exhibition unveils the collection of the unseen photographs, slides, hand painted images and 
glass plates that captures the beauty of Malaysia from an artist’s eye. Serene, captivating and engaging, this exhibition touches the 
heart of our local community and honours the beauty of the bygone days.
 The second quarter of the exhibition calendar takes us to a display of the art of Islamic bookbinding. An exhibition titled 
“Fann al Tajlid: The Art of Bookbinding” narrates the story of the making of bookbinding craft around the Islamic world from the 
time of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) to the 19th century. This craft presents in its diversity some of the most exquisite tooled 
leather work, the fine and refined hot stamping designs, the intricate filigree work, and the state of the arts lacquered bindings. 
The exhibition and publication highlights IAMM’s rich collection. Ramadan is always a month of peace, devotion and spiritual 
engagement with our visitors. This Ramadan we welcome our 12th year Tadarus or Al-Qur’an Recitation Program , where the 
special gallery is set to welcome devotees seeking to learn the art of reciting the Holy Qur’an. This activity is supplemented with 
IAMM 1st International Photography Competition 2017 ‘A Spiritual Journey: Islamic Culture & Heritage in Southeast Asia’. This 
competition is made to encourage the general public to see and capture through their lenses their representation of faith in 
Southeast Asia.  It also aims at attracting new and diverse audiences, locally and internationally, both amateur and professional, 
providing them with the opportunity to share and display their spiritual moment’s camera shots.  
 The third quarter of the year touches a sensitive and sad encounter with the lost heritage of the Islamic world. This upcoming 
photo exhibition highlights the destruction of cultural heritage of Yemen, Syria and Iraq. Sadly it captures the before and after 
images of many sites and highlights the suffering of their communities. The exhibition is divided into four basic groups; the 
religious buildings, the commercial buildings, the city and the world heritage sites. This eye opener photojournalist approach seeks 
to raise awareness of the atrocities of war, but also to understand the importance of documentation and future support.
 The last quarter of the year looks forward to the homecoming exhibition about Islamic Calligraphy, an exhibition which was 
on display at the Art Gallery of New South Wales for over 8 months and shared with our Australian audience as part of a larger 
display of calligraphy from Asia. The exhibition and catalogue presents a basic but beautiful approach to Islamic Calligraphy and 
highlights some of IAMM new and ‘never been displayed’ artefacts.
 With this tentative exhibition plan for the year 2017, I invite you to not only follow but visit and engage with us throughout the year.

Syed Mohamad Albukhary
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FOCUS

IAMM
Photography 
Competition:
A Spritual Journey: Islamic Heritage and Culture 
in Southeast Asia
Welcoming 2017 with the spotlight on the culture and heritage 
of Southeast Asian, Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia, Kuala 
Lumpur (IAMM) is proud to announce its inaugural IAMM 
International Photography Competition with the theme “A 
Spiritual Journey: Islamic Culture & Heritage in Southeast Asia”. 
This open and free photography competition seeks to inspire 
creation and dissemination of the enchanting world of Islam 
in Southeast Asia, focusing on its beauty and diverse culture 
and heritage. From its architectural designs ornamented with 
distinctive motifs to the world of martial arts full of mysticism, 
Southeast Asia provides unique subject matters. The colourful 
spectrum of Southeast Asia’s rich tradition is portrayed in the 
practice of the Islamic principles, Malay as lingua franca, and 
sets of shared cultural uniqueness. 
 This competition aims to showcase outstanding photos 
captured and will be a visual communication, not only for the 
photographers but for the general public to truly understand 
the art and history of Southeast Asia which is today the home 
to over 230 million Muslims.  
 IAMM hopes that this photography competition will be 
one of the platforms for photographers around the world to 
share their perspective and reflection through their lenses on 
Southeast Asian artistic traditions. Furthermore, our aim is to 
promote the Muslim cultural identity from their archipelagic 
homelands to the international arena and share its splendour 
with the world. 
 The competition will be held online until 31st March 
2017 and open to all amateur and professional photographers. 
All photo submissions must be taken within Southeast Asia 
highlighting its culture and heritage. Photographers should 
include a short description for the captured images and submit 
their entries at islamicartsmuseummalaysia@gmail.com. 
 IAMM International Photography Competition offers 
three (3) grand prize winners and top 50 finalists with over 
RM10,000 cash and prizes. The selection will be based on 
originality, relevance to the topic, creativity, technical excellence 
and artistic merits. 50 selected photographs will be viewed in 
person by more than 50,000 visitors to the IAMM throughout 
the 3 month exhibition period. 

Full contest details is available online at: www.iamm.org.my/
spiritualjourney/



Sotheby’s, a prominent British multinational corporation and corporate art 
services provider has enlisted the Islamic Art Museum Malaysia as a member 
of Sotheby’s Preferred programme. This programme is designed to cater 
almost 10,000 of its memberships consisting of influential clients worldwide. 
The members of this elite scheme had the privilege of complimentary 
admission and priority entrance to listed museums and cultural centres.
 The Sotheby’s Preferred Card Package is an annual luxury touch point released in limited edition to Sotheby’s top-tier 
clients. As a part of the newly rebranded program, this year’s design included a Preferred Worldwide Access Card and an Exclusive 
Museum Booklet that highlights member’s benefits and museum partners.
 The ‘Sotheby’s Preferred’ cardholder can bring up to three guests per entry and are entitled for private museum tours, VIP 
passes to the world’s top arts affairs and an access to exclusive events organised by the Sotheby’s.
 Benefits given to the members include complimentary subscription of Sotheby’s luxury magazine and the name of the 
partner and institutions featured in the magazine. The members will also be given online access with personalised login details 
of Sotheby’s Preferred site where they will receive exclusive invitations and complimentary monthly e-newsletter and museum 
brochure.
 Among the members of this programme includes The British Museum, United Kingdom; The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
USA; Musée de Lourve, France; The State Hermitage Museum, Russia; Istanbul Museum of Modern Art, Turkey; Museum of Islamic 
Art, Qatar and Asian Civilisations Museum, Singapore.

IAMM
HIGHLIGHTS

IAMM enlisted as a member 
of Sotheby’s Preferred 
programme

Visit from
the University 
Az-Zaytuna, 
Tunisia.

The exhibition “Ostarrichislam: Islam in 
Austria” was successfully launched on 
13th October 2016 at the IAMM. The 
exhibition is a collaboration between 
the museum, The Austrian Embassy 
in Malaysia, IRPA (Islamic Religious 
Pedagogical Academy) and Alhamra 
Publication from Austria. Organized by 
Amena Shakir, the Director of IRPA and 
curated by Gernot Galib Stanfel, this 
historical documentary exhibition is 
inspired by the unique yet controversial 
history of Islam in Austria. On 15th 
October, a lecture about different 
perspectives of Islam in Austria was held 
at the museum’s auditorium followed 
by a special performance by Galib, who 
is also a musician and a composer, 
accompanied by his wife, Esma Sacirovic.

Sotheby’s Preferred membership card.

Gernot Galib Stanfel with Esma Sacirovic during 
live performance at the IAMM.

Prof Dr. Hisham Grissa (right), Rector of Az-
Zaytuna University during his visit to IAMM on 
13th December 2016. 

WHAT IS S OTHEBY’S PREFERRED?

Sotheby’s Preferred is a VIP client loyalty 
programme for Sotheby’s most valued clients 
worldwide. Designed to provide exemplary service 
and personal attention, Sotheby’s Preferred 
cardholders receive a range of exclusive benefits 
including complimentary admission to over 170 arts 
institutions worldwide.

Sotheby’s Preferred cardholders are tremendously 
important to Sotheby’s and we hope that they will 
also become important to you and your museum.

REPORTING

It is important that we track how many Sotheby’s 
cardholders visit your museum. We ask that you 
send quarterly admission reports in an excel 
format to Preferred@sothebys.com on 31 March, 
30 June, 30 September and  31 December of each 
year. If possible the reports should include the date 
of entry and number of people who visited, as well 
as any other data your admission systems record.

COMPLIMENTARY 
ADMISSION
All Sotheby’s Preferred cardholders and 
up to three guests* receive complimentary 
admission to this museum.

*Unless otherwise negotiated

“Ostarrichislam:
Islam in
Austria”
exhibition
at IAMM

On 13th December 2016, the IAMM 
received a visit by the Rector of Az-
Zaytuna University, Tunisia,  Prof. Dr. 
Hisham Grissa. It is an honour for the 
museum to host the visit from a renown 

traditional Islamic educational centre 
(established on 737 CE) which produced 
Islamic polymaths such as Ibn Khaldun.
 In November, the museum was also 
visited by Prof. Abdullah Saeed, Professor 
of Arab and Islamic Studies and Director 
of the National Centre of Excellence 
for Islamic Studies at the University of 
Melbourne, Australia. Both visits gave 
opportunities for the museum to share 
and exchange knowledge and expertise 
in related fields.



IAMM’s collection at the 
Art Gallery of New South 
Wales, Australia
The Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia through its international 
collaboration has lent a significant number of artefacts from 
its collection to the Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney, 
Australia until April 2017. The artefacts are currently on display 
at a special section dedicated to Islamic calligraphy in an 
exhibition entitled Beyond Words: Calligraphic traditions of 
Asia,  which is open for public from 27th August 2016 until 
April 2017 at the Art Gallery of New South Wales, Australia.
 The intercultural international cooperation between 
IAMM, Malaysia and AGNSW, Australia produced an interesting 
exhibition and a publication entitled Introduction to Islamic 
Arts – Calligraphy: The Collection of the Islamic Arts Museum 
Malaysia. This endeavour is part of a long term loan to the 
AGNSW and reflects the calligraphic theme of the exhibition. 
Many of the artefacts included in the publication and exhibition 
will be displayed for the first time at the Art Gallery of New 
South Wales.
 The lent artefacts shares some of the defining moments 
of Islamic calligraphy with Australian audience. This 
cooperation demonstrates the potential of an ongoing and 
fruitful relationship between the two institutions, two cultures 
and ultimately, two nations, Australia and Malaysia.
 Among the artefacts exhibited from IAMM’s collection are: 
an astounding 19th century illuminated Qur’an from Pattani, 
Malay Archipelago; a unique collection of calligraphy works 
by Ahmad al-Nayrizi (1682-1722 CE), a master calligrapher of 
the Safavid court; the works bound as a zig-zag album called 
al-muraqqa, a format typically used to protect miniature 
paintings and calligraphy; an 18th century steel sword hilt 
with bold gold inscriptions which is associated with Sultan Haydar Ali, the father of historical figure of Mysore Kingdom in 
Southern India, Tipu Sultan; the tulwar hilt inscribed with verses from Qur’an, prayers and couplet written in Persian; a modern 
calligraphy painting by female artist, Azra Ahighi Bakhshayeshi (born on 1968) entitled “The 99 Names”.
 These are among the masterpieces from the Islamic World namely Iran, Malay Peninsula, Turkey, Egypt, North Africa, India, 
China, Syria, Japan. The collection on display at the AGNSW reflects the vision of IAMM to have a collection that truly represents 
the Islamic World. 

A Qur’an, Patani, Malay Peninsula, 19th century CE. 
spotlight on the culture a

“The 99 Names” by Azra Aghighi Bakhshayesi, 2014.

A gold-damascened sword hilt,Mysore, India,
18th century CE.

An album of prayers, Iran, 1715-16 CE.



“The Alphabet of a 
Nation” with Jassim 
Me’raj

School Holiday:
Fun At The Museum

IAMM
EDUCATION

Jasim Me’raj was demontrating Arabic calligraphy writing during the event

On 3rd December 2016, IAMM was honoured to host 
representatives from Kuwait Islamic Arts Centre (KIAC) in a special 
talk entitled “The Alphabet of  a Nation”. The representatives are 
Farid ‘Ali, the director, Jassim Me’raj, the art supervisor and Prof. 
Dr. Mujahid, who currently teaches at Islamic University of  Malaysia. 
The speaker, Jassim Me’raj, shared his insights on the meaning 
and symbolism of  Arabic letters and his vast experience in Arabic 
calligraphy field. According to him, each Arabic letter signifies a 
special relationship with the human soul. For example, the letter 
‘wau’ is considered as the letter of  love due to its function as 
conjunction. Its form also resembles the act of  embracing. Jassim 
concluded that a nation is the resemblance of  an individual. With 
proper governance and behaviour, a human being can achieve 
greatness. The programme was a beginning of  the good rapport 
between IAMM and KIAC.

Five special school holiday programmes for IAMM young visitors 
were organised starting from the Wayang Kulit & Storytelling 
Performance on 19th and 20th November 2016. The wayang 
kulit performance received a rather impressive reception and 
was performed by the staffs themselves. Two Malay folktales 
were prepared for each day but unfortunately due to unavoidable 
circumstances, the session on 19th was cancelled.
 Our special workshop session, which consisted of  
two modules started on 3rd December. Our young visitors 
experienced becoming scientists in ‘Make a Volcano’ session at 
our Wet Workshop. The kids made their own volcano models and 
were guided on how to make the volcano eruption with parents’ 
supervision. The fun continued on 18th December’s DIY Candy 

Slime workshop as they got to make flubber-like jelly just by using 
grocery store ingredients. Slime is known as a good stimulant for 
children’s sensory and it is cheap too!
 We also offered two workshop packages which were held 
on 7th and 15th December. The kids were given a special tour 
prior to each workshop, accompanied with their Museum Quest 
handbook. Supervised by IAMM staff, the kids embarked on a 
quest in our galleries to solve questions, draw artefacts and see 
wonders. 
 In the first package, DIY Paper Making workshop, the kids 
were taught how to make papers from used papers. They spent 
almost two hours making their own first handmade paper and 
some of  them even asked for more. The second package, DIY 
Kinetic Sand workshop received such an overwhelming response 
for children and parents. The little ones got messy playing with glue 
and sand in order to make a proper kinetic sand. Despite failing at 
the early process, some of our participants were very enthusiastic 
and tried repeatedly until they succeeded in making one.
 The programmes were successful and received a lot of  
positive feedbacks. Please wait for more in the next school holiday 
programme!



KURSUS SENI KHAT 
& KRAF 2017 
(ISLAMIC CALLIGRAPHY AND 
CRAFT COURSE 2017)

For 18 consecutive years, IAMM has been collaborating with 
Persatuan Seni Khat Kebangsaan (PSKK) (National Calligraphy 
Association) to organize a five months course on Arabic 
calligraphy. The workshop, namely Kursus Seni Khat & Kraf  
(Islamic Calligraphy and Craft Course), will start its first session 
for the year 2017 on 14th January. The workshop will be held 
every Saturday.
 The objectives of  this workshop are to provide a place for 
calligraphers and enthusiastic learners to study and practice 
calligraphy, to expose calligraphy to people from younger 
generations and encourage them to become the successors to 
this beautiful arts, to introduce the artistic and aesthetic aspects 
of  Islam, and to encourage calligraphers to produce artworks 
and masterpieces that will represent our civilization in the future. 
As patron of  Islamic arts, IAMM is responsible not only to exhibit 
artefacts and arts from Muslim world, but also to ensure its 
continuance and relevance in the world map.
 As the previous workshop, participants will be guided to 
write by authoritative experts in each of  the following scripts: 
Nasakh, Thuluth, Riq’ah, Kufi and Kufi Murabba’. For advanced 
class, they will be exposed to additional Diwani Jali scripts. To 
complete the process of  a masterpiece, participants will also be 
taught how to draw zukhrufah or the ornaments and painting on 
canvas. By the end of  the course, a special examination will be 
held to examine the level and progress of  each students.
 The Islamic Calligraphy and Craft Course has produced 
a lot of  calligraphers in the past years. The graduates of  this 
course have participated in various competitions and received 
acknowledgement for their skills and quality. There are also 
graduates who chose to channel their talent into education and 
business field. In the past, in order to test the enduring skills 
of  these calligraphers, IAMM challenged them in ‘Manifestasi 
Perdana Seni Khat’, a grand Arabic calligraphy competition. IAMM 
is looking forward in organizing the same event in 2017.

For those who are interested to join Kursus Seni Khat & Kraf   / 
The Islamic Calligraphy and Craft Course, it is still not too late  to 
register. Contact us at education@iamm.org.my or call 03-2092 
7032 / 7033 / 7038.



IAMM
PUBLICATION

MUSEUM
SHOP

Islamic Art
Colouring Folder

CAlendar 2017
The Art of 
Bookbinding

Islamic Art Colouring Folder consists of 30 drawings carefully selected from the 
collection of the Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia. The folios depict stories from the 
famed Shahnama manuscripts produced in Persia and India, line drawings representing 
some of the most important geometric patterns in Islamic art and examples of the 
Turkish Iznik ceramic patterns which adorn the walls and homes of Ottoman palaces 
and mosques. This colouring book is available to purchase at IAMM Museum Shop.

The art of bookbinding; known in Arabic as Fan al-Tajdid, sprang out of the need 
to protect the Qur’anic parchments and folios as early as the first century Hijrah. It 
quickly spread across the Islamic World as means of respecting and honouring the 
manuscripts, as well as safeguarding it from wear and tear. Bookbinding reflected 
the culture and artistic styles of each region. Artists constantly attempted to produce 
exquisite and impressive covers to be presented to the royalty and used as diplomatic 
gifts.
 The earliest surviving bookbindings in the Islamic World were made of compressed 
cardboards with thin leather lining, resulting in a fine leather outer surface. The 
decorations varied from blind tooling, to gilding to lacquering. Book covers depicted 
geometric strap work with stars, foliated compositions with arabesque and split 
palmettes, as well as central medallions with pendants and complementing corner 
brackets. Lacquered bindings excelled in depicting floral and figural compositions, 
and due to their vivid colours, they stood out as outstanding examples of the art of 
bookbinding.This calendar book is available to purchase at IAMM Museum Shop.

New item from IAMM product available 
for sale at Museum Shop. A tea-pot set 
with 6 pieces of cup decorated with 
Islamic designs.
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